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COMING ... This Month

— . . ’ o . Wed Mar 4 | Business Meeting
S oroptimist projects are in full swing at this time of year. I appreciate | oon*
everyone’s strength of purpose as we move forward to achieve our goals. ppuMar5  Lunch Buddies
February was Heart month which we recognized by wearing red while hosting ' noon Helman School
our annual Valentine Day Auction, raising $545. The auction had everything | Thy Mar5 A “Spirited” Evening
from jewelry, to home movie night, to picnic basket, to delightful rum balls ' 6-8 pm
and cinnamon rolls (which I won)! The auction was further highlighted by ' SatMar7  International Women's Day
song and dance from the Oregon Cabaret Theater ensemble for Kick’'n the | 11:00 -2
Clouds Away. The month’s programs ended with a discussion about what | Wed Mar 11 | JoAnna Shaw: “Skills to help
happens inside the foster care system as young women try to transition to | noon* learning” & LYD local poster
permanent homes or jobs. SI-A member, Susan Hollandsworth, spoke to winners :
the success of our Soroptimist Strong Girls Strong Women program, which = Thu Mar 12 Lunch Buddies-Makeup
. . . noon Helman School
provided us insight and made us all aware that through this program, we are o
making a difference in the lives of these girls. Ubuhiee 12 AR e REE el
5:30 Central Point
. . . Sun Mar 15 Cabaret Theatre “Kickin' The
The SI-Ashlanq Strategic Plaq outllr}e was introduced to club members and $:00 pm Clouds Away” (see inside)
board earlier this month. The intent is to follow the SIA/Federation template, : - :

. “ ’ . .| Wed Mar 18 | Ginger Rilling and ? Taylor:
but take c}ub member input to Ipake the Ple}n our own. We took input this | . Medition Training for court
past meeting, an “out of the ordinary” meeting in that we all took time to talk Advocacy

h oth h involved i imist. [
to eac . Qt er aqd express the reasons we pecame invo Vﬁ.ld in Soroptimist Tue Mar24 oo Meeting @ Debbie's
found it interesting that many members joined club thinking they could be of 5:30
service to the local community, use their time effectively, and connect with | Wed Mar 25  Garden Party; Kelley from Ash-
other locals, but soon discovered a much more diverse organization than they | noon* land Green House: Coupons!
were originally even aware of. *La Casa del Pueblo

Throughout the discussion, you could see where the depth of membership

1209 Siskiyou Blvd, Ashland

increased as each became aware that “one person” could make a difference in our community; and ‘collectively”
contribute to international understanding/friendship; and could advance human rights for all people and, in
particular, the status of women. Finally, it was evident that the spirit of friendship was important as well as
maintaining high ethical standards in our lives, club, and professions. It was the kind of meeting you walk away
from and really think about.

If youhave not done so yet, please rank your top 6 reasons for why you are a Soroptimist and send to me. This
input is important because knowing what you see as the benefits to membership is the best opportunity we have to
shape our club culture, help others lead, and attract community members with mutual goals. Our values express
the manner in which we choose to pursue our mission and so we need to agree on what is important to us.

This past month’s activities and discussions make me remember the poem, Desiderata. It reminds me that it is
worthwhile to stay on good terms with people, listen to what others have to say, enjoy your achievements as well
as your plans, and to be yourself.

Check out the calendar for March — it is packed with opportunities in networking, education, community interface

and a Garden Party where for each $25 coupon you purchase, $5 comes back to club. We are also forming a theater

night to the Cabaret (group rate): all are invited and are welcome to include family and friends in the group.
Laugh and be happy! Debbie, SI-A President
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Don’t miss A “Spirited”
Evening sponsored by the
SIA Education Commit-
tee with Organic Nation/
Cascade Peaks and Lillie
Belle Chocolates. This
will be an evening of
responsible indulging

on cocktails, appetizers,
and chocolates. Organic
Nation will provide a
lecture and tasting of their
organic gin and vodka
products. Tickets are $20
each or $35 for two which
includes a raffle ticket

for a bottle of vodka plus
more. Silent auction
items will also be avail-

Soroptimist International
of
Ashland
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A “SPIRITED” EVENING

able to bid on including a
non-alcoholic item. This
will be a social event for

SIA members and their

10ghAnnual Empty Bowyls,

Buy a bowl and fight
hunger!

Hunger is an issue in
Jackson County. Some of
our children are going to
school hungry. This year
is the 10th annual Empty
Bowls Project for Hunger
sponsored by SIA. We’ve
given food agencies over
$25,000 over the past 9
years. Thanks goes out to
all SIA members for this
total club project.

By now, everyone should
have a part to play in the
event on March 3rd, 5-7
p.m. If you don’t know
what your responsibil-
ity is, please check this
month with Amanda and
Sally.

Another important part

MARCH 2009

VODKA & GIN TASTING
BY

ORGANIC NATION
CASCADE PEAKS

Cascade Peak Spirits, [nd.
CHOCOLATES
BY

LILLIE BELLE FARMS

dey W
iy, A
Ohing cuocott

friends. Barbara Stout

has graciously provided
her house on Otis Street
for the event. Send your

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2009
6 - 8 PM

356 OTIS STREET
ASHLAND

$20/PERSON
$35/COUPLE

HORS D’OEUVRES AND CHOCOLATE
WILL ALSO BE SERVED.

Soroptimist International of Ashland is a

501(c)(3) organization. P; this

event benefit Our Ashland High School
Scholarships

friends the eFlyer (above)
and come have a great
time. Sally and Amanda
have tickets.

<

10th Annual
Empty Bowls Sale

First Friday, April 3, 2008, 5-7 pm

Thomdike Gallery, S0OU
Center for Visual Arts

Ceramics donated by

Clayfolk Potiers and

Ipzal coramics classas
Proceeds 9o 1o Beal hargar Brograma

Sponssmd by

SORCFTIMIET
Beptre wgrar

SOUTHERN

that everyone plays: GET
THE WORD OUT! If
you need more cards/fly-
ers, please let us know.

If you have never been

to Empty Bowls, itis a
lovely event, with hors
d’oeurves and music by
Joel Handley. Plan to buy
a bowl--or two or three!
Let’s do as much as we

Soroptimist International - Ashland

can to combat hunger in
our community.
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At our March 11 weekly
meeting, we will recog-
nize our local elementary
school winners of the
Live Your Dream Poster

Contest. They are: grades

2-3, Kadyn Marker-
Hamer and Ellie Carter
from Helman; grade 4,
Myla Norvell from Wil-

low Wind; grade 5 Kyle
Weinberg and Karen
Bach from Bellview El-
ementary.

Erin Wahl, Wendy Ray,
Judy Faulkner, Vicki
Smith and I chose our lo-
cal winners. The pictures
were sent to Federa-

I nternational Memenis,Day.- Magchy?

MARCH 2009

Parade 11:30am— (gather
at 11am) Triangle Park to
SOU

Celebration and Food
Faire 12pm— Stevenson
Union, Rogue River
Room

You are warmly invited
to be a participant in this
annual celebration of the
victories and challenges
of regional, national and
global womankind! In-
ternational Women’s Day
traces its roots to mid-
19th century struggles
for fair and just working
conditions, and was often
associated with organized
efforts for peace in the
early 20th century. In

Soroptimist International

1975, the United Nations
officially endorsed Inter-
national Women'’s Day.

The Rogue Valley com-
munity is joining hands
with SOU and RCC once
again to honor and cel-
ebrate women across the
generations and across
time who tenaciously and
joyously work for equal-
ity, freedom and social
Justice.

The day will begin with
a fun and pride filled
parade from Triangle
Park to the SOU Steven-
son Student Union where
paraders and others will
be greeted by a tantaliz-

- Ashland

5
tion for the larger contest.

There were 4,300 entries
to this contest. While
none of our “winners”
were selected by Federa-
tion, it is worthwhile to
look at those who were.
There are some very im-
pressive artists! And you
can vote for the ultimate
winner at:

http://www liveyour-
dreamcampaign.org/

Live Your Dream
Art Contest

Ukt soaman ingpires you”

ing international food fair.
The celebration will mix
dance, spoken word and
music from a full-spec-
trum of voices of women
and girls in our region.
From these two hours of
celebration, participants
of all ages can expect to
feel enriched by a deeper
understanding of how far
women and men have
come in pursuit of equal-
ity and what vital work
continues!

All people join together
on March the 7th for our
community and for our
world!
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Nadsi ng.a,Difference, for\Women

Rogue Valley
Awards Reception

Making A Difference
for Women

March 12, 5:30 pm

Central Point

MARCH 2009

Sudy Storm has been selected as our club’s award
winner for this year. She is a midwife who has done

many things that truly make her an outstanding MADW

winner, not only at the club level, but at theFederation

level as well.

Sudy dreamed of Africa as a child and has fulfilled that

dream by making several independent trips, paying all
her own expenses, to provide training for local midwives. Her most recent trips
have been to Sierra Leone (Project Sierra is our Quadrennial Project). On her last
trip in 2008, she lived with a family and really became a part of the community. At
that time the Kailahum Medical District Health Management Team ask her to work
on a pilot program to improve maternal and infant mortality rates as well as teach
them how to gather vital records. She will be working in three very small rural
communities in the six months she will be there.

Sudy Storm

She says that “more important than what I do is how I do it. My prioities are to
empower the women I assist with skills and knowledge so they will be self suf-
ficient and able to help themselves and their communities. In other words, work

myself right out of a job.”

She has already been successful in doing this as she recorded in a story called
“Dancing To The Back Of The Line” which a share in part below.

The first time the Tradi-
tional Birth Attendants
(TBA’s) excitedly asked
us to go to town, I gave
them a blank look since
the village of Pellie is a
loosely-clustered group
of mud-walled, thatch-
roofed huts. There is no
town by a westerner’s
definition. They grabbed
us by our hands to join
the group which began
singing and dancing and
gathering more and more
people as they led the
way through the com-
pound. Through body
language and gestures I
realized they wanted us to
lead them. Each time we
would attempt to move
back they would all slow
down or stop dancing un-

til we were once again in
the line of lead dancers.

Throughout the weeks
that followed there were
several more trips to town
after a day of sitting on
hard wooden benches
listening and learning in
the three-hour midwifery
classes. There were addi-
tional blissful moments as
I discovered the meaning
of community, watched
women hold a book for
the first time, and listened
to them answer a question
correctly. But it always
bothered me that we were
perceived as their leaders
with an elevated status.

On the last day of class
we all cried as we shared

Soroptimist International - Ashland

—Mavis
our heartfelt feelings

about what we had done
together. Once again we
gathered at the gate and
began to sing and dance.
There was a wildness and
frenzy to their dancing
that I had not witnessed
before and then a thought
came to me. Had they
truly learned to be strong
and independent? Slowly
I danced my way to the
middle of the group and
finally to the very back of
the throng. Tears sprang
to my eyes as I realized
they had learned the most
important lesson of all,
that they are not inferior
but in fact their own best
leaders.
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Women’s Farming  We helped them form a
Foods and Agriculture
Committee that has since

Coop of Naihun

Our committee has voted to use $400.00 of our In-
ternational budget funds to sponsor a village for the
Women’s Farming CO-OP of Naihun in Sierra Leone.
Sudy Storm, our Making A Difference for Women
Award Winner, told us about this CO-OP through the
Sukuli Project which she has been involved in Si-
erra Leone. Please read the article below about the
Women’s Farming CO-OP. The project is asking that
we send a picture of ourselves and letters to our sister
partners in Naihun. Anyone who would like to write
a letter to a woman in this farming cooperative please
have them to Kathy Mooney by March 6th and she
will get them collected and sent with the money.
Thanks! Co-Chair Kathy

farm. The farm will feed
their families and money
earned from the sale of

pictures are harvesting
the groundnuts that will

The hunger time in
Sierra Leone begins in
August of every year and
continues until October

3 TR

when the rice is ready to
harvest. This means that
there is not enough rice

to feed the 200 people
who live in this remote
village. In September the
Sukuli Project received
enough donations to buy
the 10 bags of rice needed
to carry them through.

MARCH 2009

planted a community rice
garden that will feed them
through the hunger time
in the future.

their crops will provide
much needed income that
is almost impossible for
the women to earn. All
they need is the start up
money to purchase the
seed and pay to have the
land brushed (cleared).
Your partnership will
help us to provide the
funds needed to get them
started.

The women in these

But these hard working
people are not looking
for a hand out, they want
to become self sufficient
and provide for their own
needs. The women in
Naihun have formed a
farming coop with plans
to plant a groundnut
(peanut) and cassava

Soroptimist International - Ashland

be shared among them.
Groundnuts are one of
the few sources of protein
available in this lush trop-
ical bush region of Sierra
Leone. They are eaten as
snacks and pounded into
paste that is then put into
soups and sauces. Itisa
labor intensive process
and success 1s dependent
on weather, animals, and
diseases that might dam-
age or destroy their crops.
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It’s still winter out there.
Cold. Dark. Snow even!
But better days are com-
ing soon—warmer and

longer days —and to make

them even better we will

' again be selling coupons

for Ashland Greenhouse.

It works like this way —

they sell for $25.00 each
and are worth $25.00 in
product-But the Club
pays $20.00 each for
them so we earn $5.00 on
each one sold.

You can buy as many
as you want, they make
great gifts for family

CxawamP-ax;ty LGouRon.sale,

friends and clients, and
you”ll need several for
yourself to freshen up
garden beds, add color
spots and maybe a couple
hanging baskets for the
porch!

—Wendy Ray

CapagahTheatreis, IKackl.m.The.CIQuds Aww.

A group of Soroptimists
and their friends are go-
ing to The Cabaret The-
ater to enjoy “Kickin’ The
Clouds Away” on Sunday,
March 15th. Tickets are
$21 for the performance.
The play starts at 8:00
pm; plan on arriving by
7:30pm. If you want din-
ner, please call the Caba-
ret at 488-2902 to make
your individual reserva-
tions.

Wendy Ray needs to
know ASAP. Please ei-
ther respond to this email

or call Wendy at 482-
9361 and bring your
check (or cash) to Wendy
on Wednesday, March 4
(at the Club meeting).

Because of the economic
conditions, we need to
support our local theaters
and merchants when we
can. We do not want
such “Ashand jewels” as
the Cabaret to close their
doors. Please consider
making this a win/win
situation.

—Sue Kurth

GSUDs
Ang i

BJ'-LQMDPIL'QA@JL-—S%TFE DAJE,

MARCH 2009

“Save the Date for our
Spring Blue Moon Gar-
den Party! It’ll be April
29, a 5th Wednesday, so
in lieu of a noon meet-
ing, we’re going to gather
after work at a lovely
vineyard home for a fun,
casual, restorative time!

The venue is Thistlecroft
Vineyard out in the Pom-
padour neighborhood —a

Soroptimist International

really beautiful setting
with wonderful, peaceful
views across the vineyard
looking toward town and
on up to Mt. Ashland.
We’re planning some
winetasting, some hor
d’oeuvres, some fes-
tivities, some garden and
vine touring, and lots of
relaxing. Although it’1l be
a bit of a fundraiser, the
emphasis will be on keep-

- Ashland

ing the FUN in fund-
raising. So, mark your
calendar for April 29 and
our Garden Party.

—Mel
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from Cabaret’s “Kick’n
the Clouds Away”

Jim Giancarlo
Suzanne Seiber
John Stadelman

Mark Turnbull, Guitar

Silent Auction : : ¢ Sylvia Medeiros, Mgr.

VAAALAL, so_ro,p,tl rmstFW s QLCly— re,dpﬁlgp_
; Take a look at our redesigned website. Many of the left tabs have

been moved to “sub-tabs” under “Home,” providing information

about Soroptimist: Who we are, What we do, etc. [ maintain links

on the Home page to events--for all clubs. Note:

* Home > Area Meeting: Slideshow of recent Area Meeting

e SlAshland > Calendars: I am now maintaining calendars with a
calendar tool that isn’t as pretty but much easier.

e SlAshland > Empty Bowls & Vodka Tasting: I am adding pages
for event marketing--so folks can find us via web.

Your feedback and suggestions are welcomed. —Linda

MARCH 2009 Soroptimist International - Ashland Page 7



soroptimist |nternational of Ashland

meets at noon on Wednesdays from September through June at Editor:
La Casa del Pueblo, 1209 Siskiyou Blvd., Ashland. e
Please contact Debbie Jones at 482-9450 for additional meeting or landerson77@mind.net
club details or send us an email at siashland@gmail.com.
Our mailing address is:

P.O.Box 544, Ashland, OR 97520. A-S‘HLANDHO-ME-S
—_‘—_
REAL ESTATE Inc.

MARILYN BAILEY
BROKER

150 EAST MAIN STREET (541) 482-0044 ext. 103
ASHLAND, OR 97520 (800) 334-7499
e-mail: mbailey@mind.net FAX (541) 482-0046

Reverse Mortgage Specialists

\ \ Also offering
clro 1\11 Purchase, Refinance, FHA and VA Loans
Vorgage Receive a $100.00 Gift Card
with a closed loan

Marte Logan Grawoig
Senior Loan Officer

Phone: 541-774-1311

Oh my gosh! This [ must have! Fax: 541-774-1312

1380 Oleander St., Suite C Toll Free: 877-774-1311
Medford, OR 97504 metromtgmarte@rio.com
From prior year’s Empty Bowls. Licensed in Oregon, Washington, and California

Clean Your House BIOPRO

A New Generation of Wellness Solutions

: e

t—

|1

Laurie RectOl' Jenni Egan - Area Manager i.-.ﬂ’:'f:_
541-488-5458 or cell 541-282- 3195._;.__ g |
eganjenni@gmail.com e -

541 -778-9 507 mybiopro.com/ neutrla1zedemf-!-"¢‘-__'_,_‘

iy

Licensed and References CELL PHONE SAFETY

For your Real I'state needs, calk: RAYMOND AMES
- FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC.
Member NASD/SIPC

BARBARA M. OLDFIELD, ChFC

Barbara Hetland

GRI, Broker

Cell (541) 261-5755 FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
CHflce (541) 487-20015
Fax it i i i 108 E. Hersey - Suite 3
bhetland@ashlandhome.net Ashland, OR 97520 541.488.6768
W, :.|'_|r.;|gu|:\-'m.3| srate.com barbara.oldfield @raymondjames.com 888.549.9672
90 Morth Main 5t Ashland, OR 97520 www.raymondjames.com Fax: 541.482.1460

MARCH 2009 Soroptimist International - Ashland Page 8



